GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

RABID MODELS 3D-PRINTED STRUT PARTS
We have already cleaned up the 3D-printed parts but its quite normal to have left-over flashing or supports or tiny bits of “stringing” which should be removed.  A coarse fingernail file and a sharp hobby knife can quickly remove extra bits which you may find on the surface of the plastic.   Sand the parts using medium-grit sandpaper so that all imperfections are removed.  The plastic is quite hard – by using progressively finer grits a smooth surface can be achieved.  

Our lightweight 3D-printed strut parts are designed to be decorative, not true to scale – but they can be made with several variations that match the full-size parts. Long, short, straight, bent-yoke, dual-yoke, scissors in the front or side, etc. The struts are designed in two halves which are glued around  small-size music wire (.047, .055, .062).  The wire is not included in this package!  You will need to carefully bend the wire into the exact correct shape for the landing gear – to assist with this, some of our struts come with a wire bending jig.  Print this page and check to ensure that it is the correct size by measuring the grid, you may need to print at 102% for example. Use the jig as a guide to bend the wire to match the exact shape.  The jig only shows the bent part – you will need to account for the extra wire length that you need for mounting the gear into your model. Please plan ahead so your completed gear strut wire will be the right length.
Depending on the item, there may be a starter hole for the wheel's axle, this may need to be drilled out. Go very slowly since a fast drill will melt the plastic. 
Glue the strut parts to the wire using a flexible plastic-compatible cement such as Beacon's Foam-Tac, Fabri-Tac, or Hyperbond rubberized CA.  Ensure that the parts are lined up correctly and then press firmly together.  Fill the seam lines using a plastic filler “putty” or a product such as Beacon Foam Filler (a flexible spackle). Sand smooth once it has dried.
We suggest that you should paint the finished parts with a plastic primer and then a plastic-compatible silver spray-paint. Painting is necessary since UV rays can degrade the 3D-plastic material over time if its not protected. For a gloss coat finish, use a clear spray such as polyurethane or Beacon's “Hobby-Coat”.  

The struts are designed to be used with specific 3D-printed wheels and tires that we also have available.  Of course you can obtain spare or replacement parts from Rabid Models and these struts can be made in virtually any size that you need.
Thank you for your purchase!
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